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HIGHLIGHTS 




• Jaafari Wins Majority of Votes in Sadrist's Unofficial Balloting (POLITICAL, page 4) 



• PM Maliki Supports Reactivating Sons of Iraq (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Talabani Returns from Visit to Saudi Arabia (DIPLOMATIC, page 11) 



• Iraqi and Kurdish Officials Meet to Discuss Payment for Foreign Oil Firms in the 
North (ECONOMIC, page 13) 
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Iraqi leaders engaged in post- election government formation 



Jaafari Wins Majority of Votes in Sadrists Unofficial Balloting : 

• Former Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari collected 24% of the 1.8 million votes cast 
in an unofficial balloting session conducted by the Sadrist Party. Trailing behind were 
Jaafar al-Sadr, son of the founder of the Dawa party, current Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki, and former Prime Minister Iyad Allawi. The poll has no legal standing in Iraq 
and though the exercise was open to all Iraqis, the majority of voters were suspected to 
be followers of the Shi'a cleric, Muqtada al-Sadr. 

SLA Alleges Fraud: 

• Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's State of Law Alliance (SLA) alleged that up to 
750,000 votes have been affected by fraud. The SLA called for a recount in five 
provinces believed to be affected by voter fraud, but Iraq's Independent High Electoral 
Commission maintains that there is no evidence of widespread fraud. 
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POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education | 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 1 
Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs " | ] 


Minister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan 1 1 
al-Dulaymi 1 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 












Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 




| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 
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Minister of State for CoR Affairs 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 

NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 



■ National Elections Law : The amended election law was approved by the Presidency Council on December 6, 
2009. 
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POLITICAL - Refiigee Update 



There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

Since the program's inception in FY07, 43,306 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. for 
resettlement. 



■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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Iraqi Admissions to the U.S. 
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Renewed security concerns raise questions in wake of post- election violence 



PM Maliki Supports Reactivating Sons of Iraq : 

* During a conference on national reconciliation in Baghdad on April 12, Iraqi Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki expressed his support to reactivate the Sons of Iraq (Sahwa), a 
temporary security auxiliary of armed "neighborhood watches" that began throughout 
the country in 2006, in order to stem bombing attacks. "There are demands from 
security commanders to make use of the Sons of Iraq within the intelligence effort 
because they know a lot about dormant terrorist cells," Maliki stated during the 
conference. Maliki pledged to "give support to the Sahwa and respond to their needs." 
He also added that Iraq did not need "more tanks and soldiers" because "only 
intelligence efforts can put an end to terror and terrorists." 
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Renewed security concerns raise questions in wake of post- election violence 



Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) Claims Responsibility for Bombings Near Embassies: Denies 
Link to Other Attacks; 

• The Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), the militant group which asserts itself as the organized 
political arm of al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI), has claimed responsibility for three bombings 
near the Iranian, German, and Egyptian embassies. The attacks killed 40 people and 
were part of the recent wave of violence that hit Baghdad and its surrounding areas. A 
statement posted by ISI on an al-Qaida website said the attacks "were a new strike into 
the heart of the security plan [in the Iraqi capital] ...all diplomatic corps, embassies and 
international organizations dealing with the Iraqi government are 'legitimate targets'." 
ISI, however, said it was not responsible for the other set of recent attacks targeting 
residential buildings in a Shi'a neighborhood that killed 35 people. 

Suspected Leader of AQI Branch in Mosul Arrested, Two Associates Detained; 

• The suspected leader of the Mosul branch of AQI was arrested, along with two 
suspected associates, during joint operations conducted by ISF and U.S. advisors. The 
alleged leader is believed responsible for orchestrating regional attacks and 
assassinations. 
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Iraqi leaders engage regional partners 



Talabani Returns from Saudi Visit: 

• During Iraqi President Jalal Talabani's recent trip to Saudi Arabia, King Abdullah 
indicated his desire for a representative government in Iraq. King Abdullah also 
indicated that Saudi Arabia supports Iraq and reiterated the Kingdom's position of 
non-interference in Iraq's post-election government formation negotiations 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $8 1 .8 1 /barrel Dated Brent at $85. 12/barrel 

WTI Cushing at $85.93/barrel Oman/Dubai at $82.5 1/barrel 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 

3.00 




0.50 



Jul-09 Aug-09 Sep-09 0ct-09 Nov-09 Dec-09 Jan-1 0 Feb-1 0 Mar-1 O Apr-1 0 

— ■ — Production — ■ — Exports 

Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $14 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas J 3S&. 

Details sparse on joint plan to resume Kurdish oil exports 

Iraqi and Kurdish Officials Meet to Discuss Payment for Foreign Oil Firms in the North: 

• Kurdish and federal Iraqi officials have "agreed on potential mechanisms for paying oil 
firms operating in the Kurdish north but the proposals must be approved by the Iraqi 
cabinet," a Kurdish official said. Iraq's deputy oil minister met with the Kurdish natural 
resources minister over how to restart crude exports from the region. No details were 
released on a draft joint proposal, which will address the critical issue of paying 
international oil firms such as Norway's DNO and Turkey's Genel Enerji. The government 
in Baghdad identifies all independent contracts signed by the KRG to be illegal. 

Iraqi Financial Issues are Cited as Gas Joint Venture Stalls: 

• An Iraqi official cited "financial constraints and opposition from politicians" as the main 
reasons for failure to settle an agreement on the $10 billion to $20 billion joint venture 
between Iraq's South Gas Company, Shell, and Mitsubishi Corp. Iraq was expected to 
contribute between $5 and $7 billion to the project, adding on to a deficit of $19 billion 
this year. The project would supply gas to Iraq's domestic market for electricity generation. 
Surplus would be sold outside the country in the form of liquefied natural gas. A senior 
Shell executive noted that the company was "ready to sign the deal and that the problem lies 
on the Iraqi side." 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs Mjj^ 



Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 
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ECONOMIC - Non- 



Energy 




Turkish firm wins $70 million contract to construct twenty car inspection 
Construction of Car Safety Inspection Ccntcrst 

• A Turkish company recently won a $70 million construction contract to "handle the 
construction of state centers for the annual safety check-up of cars," an Iraqi government 
official stated. The firm will build 20 centers for the state inspection in Baghdad and 
various provinces. 
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Public Services - Electrici 
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Daily Electricity Supply from the Grid 
And Estimated Daily Demand: 12-Month Average 



An unknown part of supply-demand 
gap is filled by private generation 
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• Electricity supply from the grid April 6-12 was 5% above the same period in 2009 and 
met 69% of estimated demand, compared with 76% for the year-earlier period. 
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Provincial dignitaries and PRT members 
from Wasit inaugurate the Al-Kut Grand 
Meat and Fish Markets. 



'...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Highlights 



Members of the Wasit PRT took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony on March 
20, celebrating the completion of the Al-Kut Grand Meat and Fish Markets. The 
markets are located in the Hawi neighborhood in the city of Al-Kut and have 
ample spaces available for lease by the province s farmers and other vendors. The 
completion of this project was achieved through cooperation between the PRT, 
the Wasit Provincial Reconstruction Development Committee, and the Ministry 
of Municipality and Public Works. Local and provincial political figures 
attended the ceremony and national media covered it. 

Diwaniyah province s Director General (DG) of Agriculture hosted a tour of the 
recently completed Soil Test Lab for local and national reporters as well as the PRT 
Team Leader and agricultural advisor. The PRT, which provided the new lab s 
equipment, conducts weekly training at the facility for several of the DG s staff. The 
lab, which is considered one of the most advanced in the region, allows the Iraqis to 
conduct soil and water analysis for local farmers and improves their capacity to provide 
advice on the most suitable crops for cultivation. 



Wasit 




Diwaniyah 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 
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